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TheMarch 24, 2006
Newsletter of the
SmokeRiseBaptigt Church

Sunday, March 26
9:15AM.-945A M.
Fellowship Hall

April 13at 7:00 P.M.
Fellowship Hall

Thecongregationwill vote by ball ot this Sunday, March 26 to call Mr.
Danny Varcil to sarveasMinister of Music. Dannyisjointly recommended
to thecongregation by the Minister of Musc Search Committeeandthe
Personnel Committee. Hisselectionisthe culmination of much prayer
andwork for over ayear by the Minister of Music Search Committee.
We are deeply indebted to Barry Beard, chairman of the selection
committeeand theother membearsof thecommitteefor thegenerous gift
of ther time and commitment toward thiseffort.

Pleasemake every effort to be present on March 26 to shareyour vote
for our next Minister of Musc.



Sunday at 9:45 am; RoomA125

April Schedule
2 What arethe essentials of the Christian faith?
9 What does a bunny have to do with Easter? The
traditions and origins of one of Christendom’s holiest

days

People of Faith & Courage: Dietrick Bonhoeffer
People of Faith & Courage: Oscar Schindler
People of Faith & Courage: Martin Luther
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TheApril meeting of thePrime Timegroup
is set for Tuesday, April 4 at 6:00 PM. in
fdlowship hall. The program will featureYin
and Bryan Moore presenting a concert of
piano and guitar music. This very talented
coupleis well known in the Atlanta area for
their outstanding musical abilities You will not
want to miss heari ng them.

The monthly meeting of the deaconsand the quarterly church
conference is set for Sunday, April 12. Lunch will be served in
fellowship hall at noon. A reservation isneededif you plan to have
lunch. The deacons' meeting will follow the business meeting in
room S-223-224.

You are invited to share in a special Maundy Thursday
Communion and Tenebrae serviceon April 13 at 7:00 PM. in the
fellowship hall. ThisservicecommemoratesJesus gathering with
hisdisciplesin the upper room and the sharing of their last supper
together. Please mark thisdate and plan to attend.

You are invited to breakfast at Smoke Rise on Sunday, March
26. Breakfas will beservedinfdlowshiphall from 9:15t09:45A.M.
Bring the entirefamily and experience the good food and fdlowship
of breakfast at Smoke Rise.

Dear Smoke Risefamily,

We are grateful for your thoughtfulness and support dur-
ing the loss of our mother and grandmother.

Thank you for your phone calls, cards and emails. The
friendship of Smoke Rise staff and friendshas been a source of
comfort for all of us.

Sncerdly,
Janice, Emmett, Maribeth and Martin Lawson

We want to encourage you to complete your contacts
for the March- calling blitz. We designated March asatime
for all classesto contact everyoneontheir classroll. If you
found out any changes, please turn thosein to me or your
Sunday School Advisory team liaison. Heor shewill bein
touch with you to collect the number of calls you made.We
want to update changesin our computer data. — Kathy
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The ladies of Smoke Rise and their friends are invited to a
three-day get away April 27-29 to beautiful and historic Charleston,
SC. Thegroup will travel vialuxury motor coach, enjoy delicious
low-country cuising, tour the sights and places in this historic city
and even havetimeto shop on King Street. Thecost for thetrip is
$300 doubl e occupancy, $400 single and includesmealsat someof
the bed restaurants in Charleston. A $100 deposit per person is
required for reservations. Contact Linda in the church office for
moreinformation or to make your reservation. Spaceislimited so
please sign up early.

We extend our sympathy to these who have lost loved ones:
Dennis Goforth whose uncle died; Lois Jernigan whose aunt died;
and to the family and friends of Eileen Warren who died.

Trip Dates
April 6-9
May 4-7
x % Junes-11 ‘\ ?\
= August 10-13 )
Setpember 7-10
For infarmation, contact Jim Huston at 678-300-9309
Email: jhuson3@comcad.net

WORLD CHANGERS = MISSION CONNECT
JUNE 25 - JULY 1
Cost: $300
Registration is NOW
Deadline: April 30



Notes from the Pastor

Thank you for thewarm reception you gave Danny | ast weekend.
Hewasdeeply impressed with your hospitality. Your kindnessmeant
alottohim.

| cannot thank the choir enough for their attendance at practice
on Saturday morning and in the Sunday services. Youfilled the choir
loft and sounded so good! Thanks for being so faithful.

Danny enjoyed being with theyouth during Sunday School. He
was warmly received by them, especially the guys that wore bow
ties. Danny wears bow ties and so many of the guys wore bow ties
Sunday in his honor, along with some of our staff. Thistickled Danny
and madehim fed comfortable

| hope you got to meet Danny and spend some time with him.
Everyone that did mentioned how impressed he or she waswith his
people skills. They specifically mentioned an appreciation for his
warm smile, contagi ouslaugh, pleasant personality, sense of humor
and quick wit.

What atalented musician Danny is, also. His command of the
choir, instrumentalists and the congregation wassuperb. Hisvariety
of musi csd ection wasrefreshing. Asone persontold me, “ It isobvious
helovesdesigning and leading worship. You can tell heis passionate
about both.” | agree.

The Search Committee highly recommends Danny as our next
minister of music. Thisdecision will bemade Sunday, March 26, in
bath serviceswithaballot vote Makethisimportant decision amatter
of prayer as you seek God'swill for our church.

Spring is a fun time to be at Smoke Rise. There are so many
activitiesplanned for children, youth and adults that promotewarm
fellowship and spiritual growth. Check the calendar closdy so you
do not miss any event designed for you.

How | appreciate our hard working staff for the programs and
ministries they plan to meet our spiritual and social needs. What a
joyit istowork with them and bea part of their ministriesamong us.

Aswecontinue our journey through Lent in preparation for the
celebration of Easter, let us bemindful of the sacrifices made by our
Lord on our behalf. The final weeksof his life had to be heavy, filled
with countless challenges and temptations. Yet, he was faithful al
theway tothe cross. Hisfaithfulnesshas certainly made adifference
in our world and each of our lives. Asfaithful disciples, wecan have
apositiveimpact upon our world and acquai ntances, too. Lent reminds
usof thisand gives usopportunitiesto renew our level of commitment.
| hope you are doing this through personal devotions and corporate
warship.

Inarecent sermontitled“March Madness” | talked about Peter’ s
reaction to Jesus' prediction of his suffering and death. Peter thought
Jesus had gone mad and rebuked him. Twoconclusions | drew from
thispassagein Mark 8:31-38 werethese | will not always berewarded
for doing good. | need to do it anyway. | will not always want to hear
what others say to me when they are honest. | need to listen anyway.

| quoted Kent Keith, whowrote the book, Anyway. Some of you
have asked meto print hiswordsin the Cross Tie.

As a student at Harvard in the 1960s, Keith articulated ten
principlesfor living well and being happy that hereferredto as“ The

Paradoxical Commandments.” After learning that M other Teresa
taped these principlesto thewalls of her orphanage in Calcutta,
he decided to publish them and the storiesthat bring themtolife.
It isKeith’'s premisethat we need to face the worst in our world
with the beg in ourselves Let me share the ten principles with
youl.

People are illogical, unreasonable and self-centered. Love
them anyway.

If you do good, peoplewill accuseyou of selfish and ulterior
motives. Do good anyway.

If you are successful, you will win false friends and true
enemies. Succeed anyway.

The good you do today will beforgotten tomorrow. Do good
anyway.

Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable. Be honest and
frank anyway.

The biggest men and women with the biggest ideas can be
shot down by the smallest men and women with the smallest
minds. Think big anyway.

Peoplefavor underdogs but follow only top dogs. Fight for a
few underdogs anyway.

What you spend years buildi ng may be destroyed overnight.
Build anyway.

People really need help but may attack you if you do help
them. Hdp them anyway.

Givetheworld the bes you have and you' Il get kicked in the
teeth. Givethe world the bes you have anyway.

| went on to say that we assume in our idealistic world that
good will always berewardedwith gratitude and praise Sometimes
it is. Many times it is not. This doesn’t need to dissuade us,
though, from doing good. Nor doesit need to make us bitter, turn
us cynical or cause us to seek revenge when hurt. We need to be
good and do our best not for selfish reasons but for the difference
itwill makein our world. Our influenceismoreimportant than our
ego. Theworld weprovideour children and grandchildren isour
most important legacy.

Think about thisalong your journey toward Easter.

Until Sunday,
Bob

Wednesday, April 19
Lunch & Shop in Jackson
& Outlet Shopping in Lovejoy
Plantojoinus.
Cdll Lindain the Church Officeto reserveyour Seat

Offers Sunday Brunch
$17.95for adults $14.95for senior adults
Call 770-908-2582 for rexervations
I dentify yourself asa SRBC Member.
Brunchis11:00am.-2:30p.m.

Pay by credit card.

Wednesday, April 19 at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hal
Jim Palmer will present hismission experiencewith pictures.



| just couldn’t “not participate” anymore. | just couldn’t sit back and do %E g
nothing . . . not when so many, so close have been affected. And so last year | § g @
joined the Smoke Rise Relay for Lifeteam. Asafirst-timer, | had noideawhat to o -%
expect. Thank goodnessfor experienced Relayers! | just did what they told me § g 8
to do and had the experienceof alifetime. It felt so good to be doing something B o0
to fight cancer, the disease that hurts so many people | love. Participating in - g
Relay for Life gave me a sense of control. It put mein the driver’s seat in the ks
battleagainst cancer. And when | got to the Gwinnett County Fairgrounds, | was
overwhelmed at the number of other drivers. Wetook to the track. The emotion,
the energy, the celebrati on of liferaced through me. | knew that | had madethe
right dedision and | knew we would eventually win! Join mein the fight against
cancer. JointheRelay for Lifeteam.
— BrendaNdsler
Our Goal is$15,000.
You may designate your gift for Annie Armstrong (SBC)
or Global Missions (CBF)
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Asof March 16, 2006 OUR STAFF
Four hundred eighteen families have pledged $2,086,031.00 to date for the 2006 Church Office: 770-469-5856
Budget. Robert F. Browning, D. Min. - ~ Pastor
YEARTODATE  BUDGET TO ey foaet.ovn iisr of N i
(THIS YEAR) DATE Marcus Beaver, Ed. D. Interim Minister of Music
INCOME Behom Ayere Mirise to Chidren
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS $ 472,084.70 $ 624,999.00 ma\lfj\’a:gmn Minister of R@&ﬁg/'\gigg
TOTAL OTHER INCOME 412;119.._6_9 —6.15_0._0_Q Truett Gannon, D. Min. PastoryEmeritus
Eprcé-ly—\jAsl;_ElsNCOM E $ 484,204.39 $ 631,749.00 Smoke Rise Counsdling Center
" TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES ~ $ 377,67L21  $ 497,523.00 Affiliateot Carear;gg%g_sgézgcmer of Georgia
TOTAL MINISTRIES — WORSHIP 3,456.77 6,025.00 GloriaWhite, M. Div, LCSW Counsslor
TOTAL MINISTRIES — EDUCATION 22,345.03 38,039.00 Elizabeth Walker, Th. D., LMFT Counselor
TOTAL MISSIONS 34,584.63 52,329.00
TOTAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 16,368.64 18,446.00
TOTAL EQUIPMENT 1.824.98 3,835.00
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 456,251.26 $ 616,197.00
MORTGAGE BALANCE: $ 618,250.01 Peanut Butter

FAITH,FAMILY & FUTURE CAM PAIGN: Jelly

Four hundred fifty-one families have pledged $2,691,604.00 to the Faith, Soup
Family & Future Campaign. Pasta
CONTRIBUTIONS $2,434,309.80 Hot Cereals
SRBC LOAN + 300,000.00 N
EXPENSES - 2,754,605.27 Toilet Paper
BALANCE $ (20,295.47)



